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The 50th Anniversary of the Dermatological Society
of South Africa will be celebrated at the 1996
Dermatology Congress. To coincide with this event,
one of the few surviving founder members, Dr Jan
Frootko, has been commissioned to document the
fascinating history of the Society from its inception
in 1946 to its position of influence and importance
in South African medicine today.

Dr Frootko was secretary of the Society from 1952
t0 1954 and still practices from his rooms in the Lister
Building in the centre of Johannesburg which he has
occupied since 1938,

Along with his text are presented copies of
correspondence and administrative records dating
from those early days. This memorabilia carefully
preserved by Dr Frootko conveys the enthusiasm
and problems of creating a new professional society
- as well as some of the clashes between different
personalities and demographic groupings.
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Dr Jan Frootko

The South African Dermatological Society was the
brainchild of the late Dr Solly Behr, a venereologist
practising in Pretoria at a time when sexually
transmitted disease was an integral part of
dermatological training. His vision of a dermatology
and venereology group was conceived in 1945 and the
group was in fact born in 1946 at the Scientific Congress
of the South African Medical Association held in
Durban that year.

It was at a time in history when a paradigm shift
in all spheres initiated new thinking, and the weight
of new knowledge emerging demanded that such a
group be formed in the interest of dermatological
scholarship and healthcare, angd the economic
requirements of those practising in the speciality.

In 1946 there were 17 registered dermatologists in
South Africa: 8 in Johannesbur ; 5 in Cape Town; 3
in Durban; 1 in Port Elizabeth and 1 in Pretoria. They
were Doctors: Gluckman, Evans, Du Toit, Grubel Lee,
Chitters, Frootko, Gordon and Loewenthal in
Johannesburg; Lang, Krone, Hersman, Jacobson and
Purcell in Cape Town; Fine, Ellis and Leeming in

Durban; Dr Klein in Port Elizabeth and Dr Marshall
in Pretoria,
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Fpe SMebical Sissociation . e A, At the Durban Congress, in the absence of Dr Behr,
E . s Hovst. because of his wife's illness, a resolution was proposed
: s il to consider the formation of a Dermatology and
e A Venereology group with Dr Purcell in Cape Town as
i 7th Fovesbers acting Chairman and Dr Behr as acting Secretary.
(e A circular was sent out to all concerned proposing
a=/20 the formation of such a National group and requesting
them to specify whether they were willing to join. At
. the same time they were informed that Doctors Purcell
- ‘,;:;..‘i-i:'f"“hwww group (feA.S:Ae and Behr would act as Chairman and Secretar}f till
Dermatolog] b such time as a Chairman, Secretary and four committee
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. members were elected. Once a membership role was
asoupe? D YEERIOLOOE S established

, it was suggested that a 5 shilling
mfa!'ﬂ'l“ e '

i samed_Group wes £orRERIT subscription would be necessary to cover expenses.
Boa Bre By advise that We OTE UL, or the As This proposal was accepted by all concerned and sub-
I hate b eting :‘mx,: pstitution QWi groups were formed in the Cape and the Transvaal in
Tty beid 18 B e 1o o SR e 1947.
e W'ﬁa Pt In 1947 Dr Krone, of Cape Town was elected
Cons R 21th October toure einoerells Chairman of the group, now totalling 28 paid-up

members; Dr Gluckman and Dr Lang of Cape Town,
Vice-chairmen; Dr Behr Secretary, and Dr Purcell and
Dr Gordon as comrmittee members. Their terms of
office were for two years. The main difficulty at the
time was communication. Business was mainly
conducted through correspondence and at the annual

meetings of congresses of the South African Medical
Association.
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In 1948 at the MASA congress in Pretoria, a b R
constitution was accepted with the following aims:

To promote the practice of dermatology
and venereology

To define and establish a relationship
between the members, hospitals, private
| and public institutions, government

I authorities and the medjcal profession as
well as the public
To protect the legitimate interests of
| dermatologists and venereologists.

This constitution followed a meeting in 1947
whereby it was Proposed that a 'diploma course in
' dermatology and venereology' for specialist registration
be organised and alsg that equipment for
dermatological departments and hospitals be initiated.

Is was an important meeting, following on the

€ present specialist register,
by parliamentary statute, replaced the previous
consultant register which had been established in 1937,

Hospitals now appointed specialists on a full-time
Or part-time paid-sessional basis, This provided an
opportunity for doctors employed in hospitals to yse
their teaching facilities to further their post-graduate




studies. In the late 1930's and early 1940's the Federal
Council and the Medical Association had deliberated
the need of extending the educational facilities for the
training of specialists in South Africa and in 1952 the
College of Physicians and Surgeons was founded as
a private non-profitmaking company with the
constitution of the Royal Colleges of the United
Kingdom as its model. The function of the college
Was to prepare and examine candidates for a diploma
fellowship of examination to be undertaken by an
examining and credentials committee. Candidates
who obtained such a diploma could submit the
certificate to the Medical Counci] for registration as a
specialist.
There was now no need to go overseas to obtain
the higher qualification necessary for specialist
registration as the SA College ensured that the
standards for their fellowship would be equivalent to
British standards. When South Africa became a
Republic in 1961, the repercussions forced the country
to fall back on its own Tesources and this resulted in
the College of Physicians, Surgeons and Gynaecologists
assuming an added importance in granting higher
diplomas for specialist registration.

By 1960 sulphur drugs and antibiotics had made
the practice of Venereology a non-viable economic
proposition and membership of the Society from now
on was mainly dermatologists. Incidentally the growth
of the College of Medicine started in the 50's as the
College of Physicians, Surgeons and Gynacologists,
had a direct influence on the membership of this group.

As many who had received fellowship from the College

Were now registered as dermatologists, and as by 1970
the group consisted of dermatologists, in 1974 the
group became officially known as the "Society" in
terms of an amendment to the original constitution,
Hence the official name of the group was now the
Dermatological Society of South Africa. The Society's
executive now played an important role in the
requirements for future dermatological education for
both undergraduates and graduates.

In the late 50's and 60's the society hosted many
well-known dermatologists, amongst them Professor
Filixaga and Professor Shipley and in 1969 the Dowling
Club. The Society was now adult enough to host the
First South African International Dermatological
Congress.

The history of the Dermatological Society of South Africa
will be continued in the next edition of "Diseases of the
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